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The opponents of the scheme contended that this poll was illegal,
alleging that the voting papers had been delivered to persons who had
no right to vote, viz., occupiers who pay no rates, or whose rates were
included in the rent, the landlords paying the rates, and of coarse,
charging higher rent in consequence.

On the 8th of April the case was heard in the Lord Chancellor's Court,
Chancery Division, before Mr. Justice Stirling. On the 16th April, Mr.
Justice Stirling gave his decision. The action, in the name of the
Attorney-General, was to restrain the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses
from acting upon the poll, and Mr. Justice Stirling, very properly, refused
the application. He held that the Legislature intended that the occupiers
should have the right of voting upon the question of adopting the Act—
that these occupiers were inhabitants of the borough, and really paid their
rates with their rent—and that the Mayor acted rightly in issuing voting
papers to them. In feet, the opinion of the rate-payers was properly
expressed, and the poll was quite legal and valid.

We understand that steps will be immediately taken for the procuring
of a site, and all other necessary arrangements will be made for the
establishment of the Public Library. We very heartily wish it every
success.

Public Libraries Acts Amendment Bill, 1889.
The object of this Bill, which passed the second reading in the House

of Commons on the 26th March, and through Committee on the nth
April, is to empower local rating authorities to collect the library rate
with and as part of the poor rate, and not as a separate rate as at present
This will save to libraries the cost of collecting the rate, and will be a
great gain to those libraries which have so much trouble in keeping
within their incomes. The Bill was originally introduced in the House
of Lords by Lord Monkswell for the Chelsea Public Libraries Commis-
sioners, but as it did not conform to the rules of the Upper House, it
was withdrawn and, after being re-drafted (we believe under the sanc-
tion of the Local Government Board), it was brought into the House of
Commons by Mr. H. Gardner and three other members. Some useful
but inconsequential amendments were moved in committee, but we hope
its further progress will not be impeded and that it may soon become
law, at any rate until the Government finds time to introduce a Bill to
consolidate the Public Libraries Acts.

Qbituarg.
Mr. Frederick Hawley, librarian of the Shakespeare Memorial Library

at Stratford-on-Avon, died on March 13 th, aged about 63. He was
appointed to the post three or four years ago, and devoted himself with
great zeal and industry to his duties. Only a few weeks since he com-
pleted a manuscript catalogue of all the known editions of Shakespeare.
His courtesy will be well remembered by the members of the Library
Association who visited Stratford in 1887. He was a native of Ports-
mouth, the son of Captain Hawley, and was trained for the law, but
adopted the stage as his profession, and, after being for five years at
Sadler's Wells, was for many years with the late Mr. Charles Calvert
and Mr. John Knowles at Manchester. He was an admirable actor and
won much regard at Manchester. His stage name was "Frederick
HaywelL"
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